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Introduction



Introduction

• The County Durham Housing Strategy (CDHS) provides a strategic framework to inform the 
actions and investment of the council and its partners

• On 10 July 2024 Cabinet agreed to recommend to County Council that they adopt the CDHS

• At the meeting of County Council on 17 July 2024 the adoption of the CDHS was deferred. 
The concerns of members principally related to how the CDHS dealt with:

• The Council House Build Programme and particularly the delivery timeframe and the 
composition of the proposed 500 units

• The proliferation of HMOs in the county and the potential use of Article 4 Directions

• Two reports, one for each issue, were prepared and discussed at a meeting of the Economy 
and Enterprise Overview and Scrutiny Committee (E&EOSC) on 11 September 2024

• As a result of the discussion at the meeting a number of amendments to the CDHS are 
proposed



Council House Build Programme –
Proposed Amendments



Amend Paragraph 5.8



Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) –
Proposed Amendments



New Paragraph 5.35



Added to the ‘what we will do’ section



Other Amendments



Other Amendments

Other amendments made as a result of the time difference are:

• Section 2, National Context, as a result of the general election and the proposed 
changes to the legislative programme set out by the new Government

• The 12-Month Delivery Plan has been updated to reflect that some of the 
original actions have now been completed and others have been given new 
dates. A small number of additional actions have also been added including:

• New milestones relating to the Council House Delivery Programme

• The review of Durham Key Options

• Preparing a temporary accommodation placement policy

• Deliver Local Authority Housing Fund Round 3 

• New milestones relating to the regeneration of Horden
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Next Steps



Next Steps

• Following any feedback from the E&EOSC we will finalise the 

amendments to the CDHS and accompanying 12-Month 

Delivery Plan

• Once agreed the amended CDHS will then return to Cabinet and 

County Council for adoption as soon as possible
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